
Before t h e  Board of  Zoning Adjustment, D. C .  

Appl ica t ion  No. 11959, of  Northminster  P re sby te r i an  Church, pursuant  
t o  Sec t ion  8207.2 of t h e  Zoning Regulat ions ,  f o r  a s p e c i a l  except ion  
t o  cont inue  a nursery  school ,  as provided by Sec t ion  3101.41 of  t h e  
Regula t ions ,  a t  t h e  premises 7720 Alaska Avenue, N.  W . ,  i n  t h e  
R-1-B Zone, known as L o t s  33, 800, 801, Square 2958. 

HEARING DATE: J u l y  1 6 ,  1975 
D E C I S I O N  DATE: August 6 ,  1975 

FINDINGS O F  FACT: 

1. Appl icant  proposes t o  cont inue  t h e  ope ra t ion  of a coopera t ive  
nursery  school  by t h e  Spr ing  Knolls  Cooperative Nursery School,  a 
non- prof i t  D.  C .  Corporat ion,  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  of t h e  C h r i s t i a n  
Education Bui ld ing ,  and i n  t h e  outdoor p l ay  area on t h e  s u b j e c t  
premises.  

2 .  The nursery  school  proposes t o  admit a maximum of t h i r t y -  
f i v e  (35)  s t u d e n t s ,  ages  t h r e e  ( 3 )  t o  fou r  ( 4 )  y e a r s ,  Monday through 
Fr iday ,  du r ing  t h e  hours of  9:15 a.m. t o  11:45 a . m .  

3. The c h i l d r e n  a r r i v e  a t  t h e  nursery  school  by car pools  
and r e q u i r e  no buses.  Loading and unloading i s  accomplished i n  t h e  
a l l e y  a t  t h e  rear of t h e  s u b j e c t  p rope r ty .  

4 .  The nursery  school  has  a l r eady  opera ted  on t h e  s i t e  f o r  
one (1) yea r  pursuant  t o  BZA Order N o .  1 1 6 4 7 .  The a p p l i c a n t  con tac t ed  
s i x t y  ( 6 0 )  p rope r ty  owners w i t h i n  t h e  immediate v i c i n i t y  of t h e  
premises t o  r e q u e s t  w r i t t e n  r e m a r k s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of  t h e  
school .  Only one (1) response w a s  rece ived  and i t  noted o b j e c t i o n  
t o  use  of  t h e  Zoning Regulat ions  t o  change t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of  t h e  
neighborhood from r e s i d e n t i a l  t o  commercial. There i s  no o t h e r  
oppos i t i on  of  record .  

5. During t h e  prev ious  school  yea r  t h e r e  w e r e  twenty- eight  
(28) s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  wi th  twenty-one ( 2 1 )  of t hose  r e s i d i n g  wi th in  
a t e n  block r a d i u s  of  t h e  church. The school  is  convenient  t o  t h e  
neighborhood which it s e r v e s  and t h e  enro l lment  i s  p r i m a r i l y  l i m i t e d  
t o  c h i l d r e n  r e s i d i n g  i n  t h a t  a r ea .  

6 .  The s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  prov ides  m o r e  than  t h e  r e q u i r e d  1 0 0  
square  f e e t  of p lay  a r e a  f o r  each c h i l d  w i th  2 , 1 0 0  square  f ee t  of 
outdoor  p lay  space and 1 , 4 2 4  square  f e e t  of indoor  p lay  space.  

7 .  The school  u t i l i z e s  a s t a f f  of t w o  ( 2 )  pa id  teachers and 
fou r  ( 4 )  p a r e n t  a i d e s .  There are t e n  ( 1 0 )  park ing  spaces  a l l o c a t e d  
f o r  u se  i n  t h e  chu rch ' s  park ing  l o t  and an a d d i t i o n a l  t e n  (10) spaces  
a v a i l a b l e  a t  Gino 's  and t h e  Roy Rogers' Restaurant .  
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8 .  The school  has no a r t i c l e s  of commerce f o r  sale .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 

Based upon t h e  above f i n d i n g s  o f  f a c t  and t h e  evidence of  
r eco rd ,  t h e  Board i s  o f  t h e  opinion t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of  t h e  
nursery  school  i s  so l o c a t e d  t h a t  it i s  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  gene ra t e  
o b j e c t i o n a b l e  n o i s e ,  t r a f f i c  o r  o t h e r  adverse  cond i t i ons .  There 
i s  adequate park ing  provided f o r  t h e  s t a f f  and no buses are re- 
q u i r e d  t o  t r a n s p o r t  t h e  s t u d e n t s .  There i s  s u f f i c i e n t  indoor  
and outdoor  p lay  space fo r  t h e  l i m i t e d  number of s t u d e n t s  so as 
n o t  t o  adve r se ly  a f f e c t  nearby proper ty .  The ma jo r i t y  of s t u d e n t s  
reside w i t h i n  a t e n  ( 1 0 )  block area of t h e  school  making it 
reasonably  convenient  t o  t h e  neighborhood. The Spr ing  Knol ls  
Cooperative Nursery School w i l l  con t inue  t o  g ive  p r i o r i t y  t o  
c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  neighborhood as vacancies  occur .  With an approxi-  
mate t o t a l  p l ay  space of 3 , 5 2 4  square  f e e t  t h e r e  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  
area for  a proposed s t u d e n t  popula t ion  of 35. The Board concludes 
t h a t  t h e  s p e c i a l  except ion  i s  i n  harmony w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  purpose 
and i n t e n t  of t h e  Zoning Regulat ions  and w i l l  n o t  tend t o  adve r se ly  
a f f e c t  t h e  use  of neighboring proper ty .  

ORDERED: 

I t  i s  hereby ordered  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  be  GRANTED f o r  a 
ONE (1) YEAR PERIOD a f t e r  w h i c h  a p p l i c a n t  can re- apply t o  t h e  Board 
pursuant  t o  t h e  Zoning Regulat ions  f o r  a renewal.  

VOTE: 4-0 ( L i l l a  B. Cummings, Esq.,  n o t  vo t ing  a f t e r  n o t  having 
heard t h e  c a s e ) .  

S e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  Board 

F I N A L  DATE OF ORDER: 

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  V A L I D  FOR A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS ONLY 
UNLESS APPL ICAT ION FOR A B U I L D I N G  AND/OR OCCUPANCY PEfWIT IS F I L E D  WITH  THE 
DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT W I T H I N  A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER THE 
EFFECT IVE  DATE OF T H I S  ORDER. 

lmb - 8/21/75 


